BACKGROUND    TO   HISTORY
the Dark Ages, and while they have referred particularly to the
Callaeci their reports have a bearing also on the life of the hardier
and more adventurous Lusitanians. Some fifty tribes, or there-
abouts, seem to have dwelt north of the Tagus. They were fruit-
growers and they possessed cattle. They also had gold and silver.
They were constantly at war with one another, and combined,
they engaged their rivals south of the Tagus, and when fighting
they tied their long hair in a band across the forehead. They lived
on acorn bread, drank mainly water, and used butter for oil and
a red salt which whitened when powdered. Mass sacrifices
were occasionally organised and goats were sacrificed to their
" God of War." All condemned to death were hurled from
rocks, and parricides were stoned. They wore black woollen
cloaks and usually slept in them, used articles for barter or pieces
of unformed silver instead of money, and when foregathered for
a feast they performed round dances to the music of the flute and
the horn. Theirs was an extremely hard, adventurous and precarious
existence.
The first great Lusitanian was Viriatus. He was a hillman of
the Serra da Estrela, originally a shepherd and then a hunter, and
after that, according to Livy, a bandit who became the general of
a " veritable army " which occupied the whole of Lusitania. In
Viriatus the mountain tribes living along the backbone of Portugal
threw up the " Man of the Hour " in much the same way as Roman-
recorded British history reports the emergence as leaden of the man
Caractacus and the woman Boadicea. Viriatus engaged and put
to flight five Roman generals and their armies and at one period
he was in control of the whole of the south and west of the
Peninsula from Oporto to Murcia. The tribesmen he led and
transformed in part into a disciplined force were independently-
minded clansmen, natural fighters, but they were not united. All
Lusitanian tribal federations tended to break up as a result of an
inability to work or live or fight in harmony for long. They were
" astute, nimble and fickle " according to the Romans, but they
were individually brave men.
Viriatus went to the forefront as a potential leader following an
engagement in which very few Lusitanians escaped massacre. The
fight took place in 147 B.C. He then appealed to them to ignore
Roman promises and he urged all of diem of whatever tribe or
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